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Daniel
C. L. Seow
Westminster John Knox,
2003
198 pp., $22.95
Princeton Professor C. L.
Seow presents a compact academic commentary on Daniel,
guiding his readers competently
even through the difficult passages of Daniel. Although written from an academic perspective, Daniel is intended
as a resource for the interested lay person. To explain
Daniel, Seow dates the final form of the book to
the second century B.C. and believes that the major
portions of Daniel’s prophecies are pseudonymous
quasi-prophecy written after the events. His keen eye
for the ancient, historical context and the original
languages in which the book was written, as well as
his knowledge of contemporary academic literature
ensure that the reader receives a concise overview
of the issues involved in interpreting the book of
Daniel.

Daniel: The Triumph of
God’s Kingdom
Rodney Stortz
Crossway, 2004
255 pp., $24.99
Rodney Stortz’s exposition in
his commentary on Daniel is
vivid. Offering a rich variety of
theological and practical nuggets, the book is filled to the
brim with illustrative stories
and provides countless ideas for sermons and rabbinic homilies. Stortz also uses texts from the New
Testament that may help to shed more light on the
message of Daniel, especially its prophecies. His
major theological emphasis focuses on the central
theme of the book of Daniel: God loves His people
and is in sovereign control over all the events in this
world. On the practical level, he encourages his readers to exercise personal holiness. Stortz’s commentary
is an ideal resource for anyone who desires to enrich
their personal study of Scripture or who wants to
preach from the book of Daniel.

Daniel: An Expositional
Commentary
James Montgomery Boice
Baker, 2003
136 pp., $19.99
In his typical lucid style, the
late James Montgomery Boice
explains the meaning of the
book of Daniel chapter by chapter. Boice, with an eye for the
background history and broader
themes in Daniel, describes the book’s central theme
as God in control of history and rulers. The reader
will sense the special love Boice must have had for
this book. In his opinion, the book of Daniel has
a timely and valuable message for believers living
in the diaspora of today’s secular and materialistic
world. In particular, the exemplary lives of Daniel
and his friends demonstrate how to live for God in
ungodly times. This easy-to-read commentary is a
treasury for serious students who are seeking direction and guidance in their spiritual reflection.

Daniel Notes
Greg Hinnant
Creation House, 2003
298 pp., $14.99
Greg Hinnant approaches the
book of Daniel through the eyes
of a pastor and expositor, opening up a spiritual treasure chest
to his readers. In each section,
Hinnant also provides several references in the Hebrew Bible and
the New Testament that are relevant to a particular
passage in Daniel. The book includes an introduction on Daniel the person and the various theological
themes of his book. A weakness of Hinnant’s commentary is that the interpretation of the prophetic
sections of Daniel is heavily influenced by the modern historical-critical approach and does not discuss
other options. However, on the whole Hinnant’s
commentary is truly inspirational reading that not
only helps the reader to interpret the book of Daniel
in its immediate context, but also to explore the
larger picture of God’s revelation.

Spring 2004 / SHABBAT SHALOM 29

